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We are here to…



Why Are We Here?  -  Tuvya Zaretsky, LCJE President
The Lausanne Consultation on Jewish Evangelism (LCJE) is the only global network in existence today in which Mission Executives who are involved in the field of Jewish evangelism may consult together in order to:
· Share information and resources…relevant for Jewish evangelism
· Study and report on current trends…related to Jewish evangelism
· Stimulate one another’s thinking on theological and missiological issues

· Strategize on a global level so that more Jewish people will hear and consider the Good News of Messiah Jesus 

· Arrange consultations that will be useful to those engaged in Jewish evangelism
Historically - how we came to be here
Historically, we came to be here, because in 1999, at the 6th international conference held at Hofstra University, some LCJE member mission agency CEOs asked your ICC to convene a consultation just for them. Subsequent meetings were held in Norway (2001) and then twice more in France (2005 and 2009). 
Evidently, those three meetings served you well. We are told that partnerships and collaborations for ministry are an outcome. Communication with colleagues in the same field has improved. Seminars on funding and competition for workers have eased some fears. Prayer for one another has been encouraged and is increasing.
So, we are here first of all, because you asked for it…for the fourth time. One of the LCJE purposes is “arranging consultations that are useful to those engaged in Jewish evangelism.” 
I really don’t have to tell you that it takes a significant commitment of time and money for you all to be here. So, I pray you make the most of this strategic opportunity for the good of the gospel among Jewish people. 
Our purpose here is
Professionally, you are here to enhance use of the resources that the Lord has given to you and your organizations. Your awareness of opportunities for ministry might increase and some of you may find partnerships that can help you do more.  Those are some of the aims for coming here.
Rich Kunz wrote a refreshing report about his first LCJE experience that at the 9th International Conference. He told the LCJE BULLETIN that he realized four creative partnerships for his work back in Argentina. He said, “I came away from the daily sessions with about a dozen ideas that I would cheerfully steal from the various presentations.”  
The Program
A note of thanks: Work on development of the sessions, location logistics and booking reservations have been almost entirely the effort of our past ICC International Coordinator and the secretary/administrator Bodil Skjøtt. On behalf of the ICC and all who are here, I want to thank Kai Kjær-Hansen and Bodil for their diligent work in arranging this consultation. 
Starting Tuesday we are going to Study and report on current trends in the social and political context of Jewish Mission today. In the afternoon, we will share information and resources about communication in donor relations and about ministry partnerships in media. 
On Wednesday morning you won’t need a lot of coffee to wake up. Honoring our third LCJE purpose, to stimulate one another’s thinking on theological and missiological issues, we will be presented with views and open discussions about terms like  replacement theology and Christian Zionism. I will remind you that exposure to various perspectives in a discussion should increase awareness and not necessarily arrive at agreement. Our goal should be to enlarge understanding of issues and not to arrive at a consensus. I will say more on that in a moment.
The on Wednesday afternoon we have a tour planned to see a bit of Basel.
Thursday will be our opportunity to strategize together.  Following up on your suggestions from the Hi Lei meeting, we address five areas. What can you, the current LCJE member agency leaders, do to involve your next generation of Jewish evangelists. Hopefully, you will be challenged and supported with suggestions to provide opportunities for younger leaders and women in our field. We will think about discipleship and means of providing development for mission workers. 
Bodil, I want to thank you for your preparation of daily Bible reflections. I look forward to hearing as you illustrate some strategic ways in which the Lord intentionally involved women in ministry. Though the context of those Biblical lessons was local, the principles can be applied on a global level as well.
And socially, we are here to renew relationships and to discover new colleagues in the field of Jewish evangelism.  So, it is also okay to take time to enjoy the scenery and to be refreshed by time for recreation.
House Keeping Rules and Procedures
Jim Melnick and I as the senior leaders of the International Coordinating Committee will serve as your program hosts. Jim, since he is your International Coordinator will coordinate each of the sessions. You are all leaders, so you understand when I ask that you please give him your attention when he calls us to order.
I am delighted to see here Amin Bachor, General Secretary of Evangeliumsdienst Fur Israel based in Stuttgart, Germany. The report of his experience at the 9th International Conference at High Leigh caught my attention.  (LCJE Bulletin #105 September 2011)  He wrote, “I appreciated the high level of mutual respect and love among those holding different positions on many Biblical or Missiological Issues regarding Jewish Evangelism.”  Amin said he saw the same characteristics at the LCJE European Conference that was held in Krakau also in 2011.
It should be expected that you find a diversity of mission methodologies, of ecclesiological and eschatological orientations or unique styles of homiletics in message presentation within a diverse international network such as the LCJE.  That should be viewed as refreshing.  Those features can stimulate creativity, which is generally regarded as a good thing in gospel presentations.  All of us may come away with new insights if we allow ourselves to say in response to papers or conversations, “I never thought of that before!”
So here are some suggested ground rules for our sessions:
1. Show respect to your fellow workers in the cause of Messiah Jesus
a. Respect your time limits – so as not to take away from others. Every presenter has invested time to prepare for his or her report. Well, almost everyone…
b. Express your respect for the person, even when their ideas or perspectives are different from yours – [Rob! He shows respect while skewering and roasting his friends]
2. Our aim is to stimulate thinking, not necessarily to form consensus or agreement of opinions
a. You are not going to change anyone else’s opinion or who they are
b. After all, we are not all the same – thank God – and our diversity is what broadens our understanding and stimulates creativity. 
c. This should be a safe opportunity for us to test our own beliefs or ideas.
3. When you disagree with a viewpoint (not if you disagree), please do so with an appreciation for your fellow worker and brother or sister.
a. Only the Lord is always right – and it is your choice if you want to disagree with Him.
b. We are all motivated by Jesus words in John 14:6, “I am the way, the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father but through me.”
Spiritually, why are we here…
Led by the Holy Spirit, we all believe that Jesus is the unique Savior for all people, Jews and gentiles. He alone is the salvation hope from sin for the believing remnant of every nation, including the Jewish remnant.  All of us are in the field of evangelism because we have been touched by the grace of God, through His gift of faith. 
So, We are here, confessing Jesus is Lord and believing in the power of His resurrection.  We have taken seriously His call to make disciples until he returns.  We are here to find ways to fulfill that call so that more Jewish people will hear and consider the Good News of Messiah Jesus.
